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History of Austin
In the 1830s, the first permanent Anglo settlers arrived to this bend in the Colorado River & called their village Waterloo. In 1839, 
Waterloo became the capital of the Republic of Texas and a new city was born. Waterloo was soon re-named Austin in honor of 
Stephen F. Austin, the “father of Texas.” The town’s plan was focused around a hilltop site for the capitol building which would overlook 
Congress Avenue. Pecan Street (6th St.) and Congress Avenue have remained Austin’s main business streets ever since. In 1888, the 
capitol building, advertised as the “7th largest building in the world” was built. It remains as the center of one of Austin’s most 
prominent industries - government. When Austin emerged from The Depression, the pathway for the high-tech future of Austin was 
already being made. By the 1950s, several research labs and think tanks had been founded, drawing innovative thinkers and high-tech 
companies to the area, a trend that continues to this day. Austin’s musical rebirth began in the 1970s, when artists such as David 
Rodriguez and Willie Nelson drew national attention—and more musicians—to the city. Now, on any given night, scores of artists can 
be heard playing countless musical styles in the city’s nightclubs and concert halls. Today, Austin is known as much for its cultural life 
and high-tech innovations as it is for the senators and schoolteachers who shaped its beginnings. The same success that has gained the 
city a national reputation has brought with it many difficult choices, as the city expands on a scale that might shock the early residents 
of Waterloo.  - courtesy of Austin History Center 

Austin's Growth Rate
Population as of 2009: 1,705,075
The Austin metropolitan area is the 36th largest region nationally. The 1900’s saw a 48% increase in population & growth has been 
averaging 3% annually since the 2000 census.
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The Wonderful Austin Weather
Austin has a temperate climate with 300 days of sunshine annually - giving way to many great days on Lake Travis. Average 
temperatures in the winter are 42 to 62 degrees and 75 to 95 degrees in the summer. Snowfall is rare, but Austin can have some nice 
thunderstorms pop up during the spring and summer months.

Cost of Living
Austin is well known for offering affordable living compared to other major business centers. The National Association of Realtors 
reported that the median home price in Austin was $187,400 in 2009 while the national median was $173,200. Texas features no 
personal or corporate income tax, and overall the state has one of the lowest state & local tax burdens in the nation, ranking 47th 
among the 50 states in taxes paid per $1,000 of personal income.

Education
Austin is home to one of the largest universities - The University of Texas. UT, though, is not the only school in Austin - just the 
largest. Austin area households enjoy diverse options in education, including 29 public school districts, 17 charter schools, & 69 
private schools. UT, along with seven other public & private universities have a combined enrollment of over 118,000, providing an 
ample supply of well-educated workers to area employers. Within 200 miles of Austin, an additional 67 4-year colleges and universities 
enroll over 360,000 students. Nearly 40% of Austin area residents age 25 & over hold a bachelor’s degree. 15 regional schools made 
Newsweek’s “Top of the Class” list in June 2007. The schools were ranked according to percentage of advanced placement, 
International Baccalaureate and Cambridge tests compared with the number of students enrolled. Selected schools represented 
seven districts in the area including Austin, Dripping Springs, Eanes, Lake Travis, Leander, Pflugerville and Round Rock.
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Food/Drink
o Best 24Hr/Late Restaurant: Kerbey Lane Cafe (www.kerbylanecafe.com)

o Best Beer Selecti on: The Ginger Man  (aus.gingermanpub.com)

o Best Cheap Date: Torchy’s Tacos (www.torchystacos.com)

o Best Inti mate Dining: Wink (www.winkrestaurant.com) 
           Justi ne’s (www.justi nes1937.com) 
o Best Lunch Delivery: Jimmy John’s (www.jimmyjohns.com)

o Best Neighborhood/Dive Bar: Nomad (www.nomadbar.com)
            Liberty (1618 1/2 E. Sixth)
o Best Outdoor Dining: Shady Grove (www.theshadygrove.com) 

o Best Place for a First Date: Uchi (www.uchiausti n.com)

o Best Sweets: Tiff ’s Treats ( www.cookiedelivery.com)

Shopping
o Best Computer Store: Discount Electronics (www.discountelectronics.com)

o Best Clothing: Strut (www.shopstrut.com)

o Best DVD Rental/Purchase: Vulcan Video (www.vulcanvideo.com)

o Best Local Hardware Store: Breed & Co. (www.breedandco.com) 
o Best Furnishings/Home: Four Hands (www.fourhands.com)

o Best Music Gear: Guitar Center (www.guitarcenter.com)

o Best Record/CD Store: Waterloo Records (www.waterloorecords.com)

o Best Vintage: Room Service Vintage ( www.roomservicevintage.com)

Best of Austi n 2010 - The Austi n Chronicle

o Top 10 Budget Travel Desti nati ons for 2009 - Budgett ravel.com
  Austi n ranked 1st out of 10

o America’s Greenest Citi es - Popsci.com 
  Austi n ranked 10th out of 50

o Highest Quality of Life - Portf olio.com/bizjournals
  Austi n ranked 9th out of 67

o Best Places for Small Business Startups - Money.com
  Austi n ranked 8th out of 50
o The Healthiest Housing Markets for 2009 - BuilderOnline.com
  Austi n ranked 2nd out of 15
o Top Fitt est Citi es in America - American College of Sport’s Med.
  Austi n ranked 10th out of 50

10 Best Citi es for the 
Next Decade
Kiplinger.com
1. Austi n, TX

2. Seatt le, WA
3. Washington D.C.

4. Boulder, CO
5. Salt Lake City, UT

6. Rochester, MN
7. Des Moines, IA
8. Burlington, VT

9. West Hartf ord, CT
10. Topeka, KS

Top 10 Citi es for Jobs 
in 2009

Hotjobs.Yahoo.com
1. Austi n, TX

2. Killeen-Ft.Hood, TX
3. Salt Lake City, UT

4. McAllen-Edinburg, TX
5. Houston, TX
6. Durham, NC
7. Olympia, WA
8. Huntsville, AL
9. Lafayett e, LA
10. Raleigh, NC

10 Citi es Where 
Americans are Relocati ng

Forbes.com
1. Raleigh, NC
2. Austi n, TX

3. Charlott e, NC
4. Phoenix, AZ
5. Dallas, TX

6. San Antonio, TX
7. Houston, TX

8. New Orleans, LA
9. Atlanta, GA
10. Denver, CO

Best Places 
to Live 2009
USnews.com

1. Albuquerque, NM
2. Auburn, AL
3. Austi n, TX
4. Boise, ID

5. Durham, NC
6. La Crosse, WI
7. Loveland, CO

8. San Luis Obispo, CA
9. St. Augusti ne, FL

10. Upper St. Clair, PA

We could easily tell you that Austin is a great place to live, but we'll let 
the experts show you that Austin is the place to live.

Now that you know Austin is a great place to live, here is a list of 
some of the best places to go once you're here!

Kids
o Best Haircut: Birds Barbershop ( www.birdsbarbershop.com)

o Best Bookstore: BookPeople (www.bookpeople.com)

o Best Teen Hangout: Barton Springs (www.cityofausti n.org/parks)

o Best Party Place: Main Event (www.maineventusa.net)

o Best Sports/Rec. Program: Balcones Youth Sports (www.balcones.net)

o Best Summer Camp: Summer Wonders (www.summerwonders.org)

o Best Birthday Cakes: Russell’s Bakery (www.russellsbakery.com)

o Best Toys: Terra Toys (www.terratoys.com)
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Outdoors & Recreati on
o Best Annual Event: South by Southwest (www.sxsw.com)

o Best Bike Ride: Lady Bird Lake ( www.cityofausti n.org/parks)

o Best Day Trip - Dry: Enchanted Rock 
            - Wet: Hamilton Pool & Schlitt erbahn
o Best Fitness Classes: Austi n Adventure Boot Camp 
                                        (www.atxbootcamp.com)

o Best Golf: Lions Municipal (www.cityofausti n.org/parks/lions.htm)

o Best Bowling Alley: Dart Bowl (www.dartbowl.com)

o Best Place to Camp: Krause Springs (www.krausesprings.net)

o Best Tubing: Comal River (www.ci.new-braunfels.tx.us)

o Best Scenic View: Mount Bonnell (www.cityofausti n.org/parks)

o Best Swimming Pool: Deep Eddy (www.deepeddy.org)
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